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FROM THE VICARAGE     July 2016 

The Generosity of God 

Following the successful and eventful Pilgrimage of the Archbishop around the Diocese, when 

he reached out to many people and visited as many parishes as possible, he has now written 

to all parishes -----  “As I come towards the end of my Pilgrimage of Prayer, Witness and 

Blessing I am energised and encouraged by what I have seen on my walks. These are exciting 

times for us as a Diocese. On my pilgrimage I have been reminding people that Freewill 

Offering to Our Common Fund requires us to take on board two important principles. First, 

the need to reflect the generosity of God by being generous ourselves and generously sharing 

the gifts that God has given us. Secondly, the need to recognise that the freedom to choose 

what we give comes with the responsibility to contribute realistically to the costs of 

supporting ministry across the whole Diocese”. 

Each year every Parish makes a contribution to the Diocese, into the Common Fund, which 

pays for ministry and mission. The contribution is called the Freewill Offering. The Archbishop 

encourages us to reflect on God's generosity to us, at home, in the parish and across the 

Diocese, in the blessings of this life and the spiritual blessings God has lavished on us. Also to 

give thanks for our brothers and sisters in the churches across our Diocese as we share the 

desire to make and nurture disciples and to grow in Christ -likeness, commitment, 

partnership, influence and numbers. 

At present the Diocese receives £2.2 million from the Church Commissioners but over the 

next 10 years it will halve to £1.1 million which means as a Diocese we need to make up this 

shortfall if we are to continue doing all we do now. 

The changes to the funding are part of the Church of England's Renewal and Reform 

Programme. 

In 2016 the Diocese will spend £675,000 more than it expects to receive. In 2017 the Diocese 

aims to increase the Freewill Offerings by £1 million, in view of the deficit and the reduction 

from the Church Commissioners. This £1 million sounds daunting but it is the equivalent of 

£1 per week per adult who attends church in the Diocese. Every parish and person is asked 

to consider this situation and pray about it and if possible to increase their giving to support 

the ministry and mission across the Diocese.  

More information is in a leaflet which has been distributed by the Diocese and is available 

from church and there is also the Diocesan web site 

www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/generouschurches. 

Thanks are expressed by the Archbishop and the Diocese for all the support which is presently 

given by parishes and for taking time to consider the financial contribution of the parish to 

http://www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/generouschurches
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the Diocese.  The Diocese needs to know by the end of July what the Freewill Offers for 2017 

are so that the budget for next year can be made. The PCCs are considering this now, so 

please pray for them. 

We are asked to pray about this and a prayer has been distributed to every parish  ….  

Heavenly Father we thank you for the blessings of this life 

and for the spiritual blessings that you have lavished on us in Christ. 

We thank you too for one another, 

for those who serve you in different ways 

in every part of our Diocese. 

As our PCCs prepare to make our Freewill Offers for next year 

may we all be inspired by your generosity 

and may our gifts bring blessings to others. 

This we pray in the name of Him who for our sake became poor 

so that we by His poverty might become rich, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.              Amen. 

I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their generosity to our churches not only 

financially but also in the giving of time, the many tasks which are carried out week by week, 

the sharing of talents and in the mutual support and love for each other.  We are greatly 

blessed in so many ways and so let us thank God for His generosity to us.   

Farewell to Paul and Sue 
This month we say Farewell to Paul and Sue Taylor. For the past 12 years Paul has been a 
Reader in our Ministry Team leading and assisting in worship in all of our nine churches, 
preaching and leading prayers. He has officiated at funerals for some of this time and has 
been active in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Christian Aid and Open The Bible in local 
schools. He has supplied our church stalls with his garden produce and honey from his bees 
and each year made the Easter Garden display in church.  He set up the church website and 
has managed it, uploading the weekly Bulletin, the Parish Magazine, The Link and updating 
the information regarding services and events. In his ministry amongst us Paul has touched 
the lives of so many people. Sue has also been active in our church organising the Fair Trade 
stalls, reading lessons and intercessions in our services. 
They will both be greatly missed as they move away to be closer to their family. We thank 
them for their ministry amongst us and give them our best wishes for their future. 
Their final service will be 10.45am on Sunday 24th July at All Saints, Pocklington. 
                                                               Geoff 
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At our meeting on Tuesday, 7th June we had as our speaker Mr. Martin Ratcliffe who had 
just completed his year as Mayor of Pocklington. It was interesting to hear about the many 
functions he had attended. Sometimes he could have as many as three functions in one 
day. He said that it was no good for your weight!! Although he said that it had been a very 
hectic year, it was a great honour to represent the town. 
At the next meeting on Tuesday, 5th July the speaker will be Mrs. Hilary Castle our new 
Archdeaconry Vice-President. In the evening of the same day it is the York Archdeaconry 
Festival at Heslington Church at 7.30 pm. 
All are welcome to any of our meetings. 
 
                                                           Date for your Diaries 
Although we don't officially meet in August there will be a short service for Mary Sumner 
Day on Tuesday, 9th August at 2 pm in Church. This will be led by Revd. Canon Rodney 
Nicholson and there will be tea and cakes afterwards. Bring your friends along. 
With Many Blessings 
Josie Penter 

New ‘Reflection Room’ at All Saint’s. 

For many years All Saint’s, Pocklington has had a lovely family room for use during church 

services and as a space for young children.  Kate Davidson and Chris Ramsden saw that we 

needed to provide more facilities for young children in church and the toys and books have 

been well utilised.  Unfortunately, over the last few years, the room has been used to 

temporarily store various items, the space was overcrowded and toys and books have 

become broken and damaged with use, as can be expected, making it very difficult to keep 

the room clean and tidy.  I feel very strongly that children and families are a vital part of our 

church and was sad to see that the room was no longer able to be used as was originally 

intended. Happily the PCC granted permission for a revamp.   

It would be easy to feel isolated from the congregation when using the room during a 

service, so with this in mind the room has been brightened up and a lot of broken toys and 

larger, unsuitable items removed so that it is now free from clutter. Some small sofas have 

been purchased so that the room is comfortable. Up to date service booklets and 

information, hymn books, adult and children’s bibles and prayer cards are now in use. 

There is a bright children’s corner housing a smaller selection of toys and books with a chalk 

wall for children to write or draw their prayer ideas. We have also started a small lending 

library of adult Christian literature so if anyone feels they have something suitable to 

donate then please add some books to our shelves! 
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If there is anything you would like to see in the Reflection Room then please let me know.  I 

hope the room will be of value to all and serve as a welcoming space to new families but 

also a quiet, comfortable space for meetings, prayer or just somewhere cosy to sit with a 

book. 

Kirsty Brooks.  

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 

anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 

ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 

know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 

will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 

                                                    
 

As we head towards a beautiful summer (I like to be optimistic) we are coming to the last 

few sessions of Little Saints before we break up and return in the autumn, so I thought it 

would be nice to look at some traditional bible stories and see what they can teach us 

about our lives today.  

We heard about the wise man who built his house upon the 

rock and Jesus calling his disciples to be his friend and follow 

him.  But, a real hit was Jonah and the whale.  We used a blue 

tent, complete with eyes and a whale tail, and unzipped the 

end to look like an open mouth and the children delighted in 

being ‘swallowed’ by the whale as we acted out our story. 

Children have a very strong sense of justice and don’t like others to get away with doing 

bad things – I think as we get older this sense of justice and of wanting people to get their 

‘comeuppance’ only increases! But is this how God wants us to be? Well of love? The story 

of Jonah, the whale and the people of Nineveh helped us to see how God loves everyone 

that we all do wrong things and should try not to be cross with others who do, that being 

kind may help them to be good next time.  

Another popular story was David and Goliath.  I brought a box with something very special 

inside. The children gathered round were excited as we opened the lid and peered in.  The 

disappointment was palpable when they saw that it contained 5 small stones- no sweets, 

no toys, and no treasure –a very poor result. The children all felt that Goliath would easily 

win the fight and the stones would be of no use – after all, David was so small.  By the end 
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of our story these small, insignificant stones turned out to be very precious indeed.  We 

heard how David and his faith in God turned something small into something very big and 

won the day.  It’s important when you’re young and little to feel like someone is always on 

your side and that we don’t need to worry. We carefully placed the stones back inside the 

box (with some persuasion) and asked God to be with us whenever we needed his help 

Dear God, you helped David to win the fight against Goliath, help us to remember that we 

can tell you what we are worried about and to know that you will help us with our BIG 

problems.  Thank you for loving us, even when we do bad things, and help us to be kind 

to other people and not to get cross if they have done bad things too. Amen                        

                                                 News from Millington 

Traditionally, Yorkshire Day celebrations take place on the Sunday nearest to Yorkshire Day 
on the 1st of August so  Millington will be holding its usual celebrations on Sunday July 31st. 
Moe's famous prize-every-time tombola will continue, Joy Hadley is organising it this year 
and all proceeds will go to St Margaret's restoration fund. In addition, this year St 
Margaret's Millington is holding a 'Yorkshire Day' Songs of Praise service on Sunday 24th 
July at 4pm. The organist Sylvia Sheard has being doing lots of research and has discovered 
lots of hymns with a connection to Yorkshire, Rev Rodney will be leading the event and all 
are invited to come and join in. A free glass of wine will be given to all singers and the 
collection will be in aid of St Margaret's restoration fund. St Margaret's church is a much 
loved church by villagers and visitors alike please come and support our events. 
 
Joy                 

Teddy bear at a dizzying height by Rodney Nicholson 

A view of the Flying Man festival from a 110-year-old teddy bear 
 

BORN in 1906, I don’t think anyone at All Saints can match my age. I’ve seen plenty in my 

life, although in some ways I have been quite sheltered. I gave pleasure to a little girl at a 

time when few people knew about teddy bears. Since then I have been outclassed by bigger 

and better creatures but still I feel proud of being virtually an original teddy bear.  

 Even so, I think my family has always valued me. The little girl grew up and, rather 

later in life, had her own two daughters who got me out of the cupboard and played with 

me. Years later one of those young women married a certain Rodney, and that’s when life 

got even more exciting. I am told that some people find their retirement years the best in 

their life. Well, when I reached 100, I began to travel more than ever. 

 Rodney, in his latter years as a vicar, discovered my potential as a wedding prop. 

Seemingly, he sometimes gave a reading from “The Velveteen Rabbit” – the story of a 

nursery rabbit who was loved but became shabby by being fondled so much. In the end the 

rabbit was “loved into life” and joined the real rabbits outside.  
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Well, vicar Rodney took it into his head that I could be “The Velveteen Teddy Bear” instead, 

so he took me to some wedding services and talked about true love bringing people to life, 

or something like that. 

 That was disconcerting but at least I kept my feet on the ground. Two months ago 

things got worse. Now retired vicar Rodney got it into his head that I would make a good 

abseiling bear at something called The Flying Man Weekend. I’d no idea what was in store 

but I was taken to a sort of tent, strapped up and hoisted to the top of the church tower. 

“What had I done to deserve that?” Anyway, there it was. I slid down the high wire but – I 

ask you – Rodney was day dreaming and missed my ride, so I had to do it all over again. 

 I must say, from what I saw from my great height, everyone seemed to be enjoying 

themselves. Men, women and children were all busy, and vicar Geoff, churchwarden Bryan 

(when he heard about it) and many others were delighted at so many people coming into 

church. Only thing is: Rodney says that I’ll be back next year, along with another of his soft 

toy dogs. Maybe he will have retired for good by then. 

  

My 15 mile walk by Evie Brooks, age 9 

On Monday 30th May I set out on my 15 mile hike from Market Weighton to Pocklington to 

raise money for Hand in Hand for Syria and Pocklington All Saint’s Church.  

 

 

 

 

As we set off from Market 

Weighton at 7.45am that 

morning I felt nervous but 

excited. 

After a lot of field walking we 

reached Londesborough at 

8.45am. 

Then along the road and through 

some cow fields to 

Nunburnholme for 10.00am. 
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Thank you to mum, dad, grandad and everyone who sponsored me – I couldn’t have done it 

without you and the final amount raised will be near £650.  Even though I was tired when I 

got home I was very proud of myself. Thank you everyone! 

                                         
                                                         Electoral Roll 

A number of people have noticed that their name is not on the Roll as displayed on the 

noticeboard. Could I suggest that a form is obtained from the Office and once completed 

handed to Marilyn for my attention.                     David Brown 

It’s then a long walk, up through 

woods and across fields and the 

road at Kilnwick Hill to reach 

Millington where we stopped for 

a snack and drink at 11.30am. 

Then through some lovely 

scenery and trees for lunch (and 

a bit of a rest) at Givendale at 

12.35pm. 

We put our backpacks back on 

and followed the road to 

Meltonby for 1.50pm. 

More roads! We reached Yapham 

for 2.10pm and I was starting to 

feel a bit tired. 

Yapham Mill for 2.45pm and now 

it was the last stretch home. 

We reached All Saint’s at 3.15pm.  

It took us 7.5 hours. 
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                                              '200 Club - June draws 
 
The prizes drawn in the June draw were: 
 
£25 monthly prize went to Mrs. Marjorie Husband (no. 12) 
£90 quarterly prize went to Mrs. Mavis Smith (no. 94). 
 
111 numbers are now taken so if you would like to join for the rest of the year it will cost 
only £6 per number.  Application forms are in Church or contact Julian Tremayne on 
306527.  The Church stands to gain by around £650 this year thanks to your support. 
 

                                         Please note  
The deadline for the July edition is 9am Friday 22nd July and 
should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com                                                                                                               

 

                              SUNDAY  31ST JULY BBQ IN VICARAGE GARDEN                                 

                                TREASURE HUNT AT 4PM AND BBQ AT 5PM                                                                

                                         FURTHER DETAILS ON THE WEEKLY BULLETIN   

A New Sign for The Gait Inn 
June 2016 

The new sign was designed and completed by The 

Millington Art Group, a small group of hobby 

painters who meet in the village to paint every 

week. Ideas were gathered for the design and Stuart 

chose the final layout. Each member of the art 

group helped to paint the sign. The varnishing and 

the metal framing were also completed here in the 

village. 

The Gait Inn at Millington gets its name from the 

days when the large open sheepwalks were 

enclosed. Millington Pasture was shared between the local people, with each share being a 

'gait' – which provided enough grazing for six sheep, or four sheep with lambs.  The village 

pub was once known as  ‘The Gate Inn’, and it is only relatively recently that the spelling of 

the pub name was changed to the correct 'Olde English' form – Gait. 
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The design was inspired by a photograph 

taken by Margaret Cotton of the four 

Pasture Posts near the entrance to 

Millington woods. The posts were installed 

as part of an art installation in May 2005,  a 

community project funded by The Arts 

Council and East Riding Council. The project 

was led by Paul Brooks and Liz Molzhan who 

also live in Millington. The posts were made 

in Millington village hall.  

(SEE WEBSITE:  

http://www.millingtonwayposts.co.uk/#)  

Millington Way Posts 

At Pasture Gate the first four posts symbolise a gateway to the Yorkshire Wolds.   The 

spelling "G A I T" refers to the gaits into which the common grazing land was divided before 

the Pastures became enclosed by fencing.    

The Gaits were looked after by the Pasture Master and were rented to local farmers, each 

gait being enough grazing for six sheep or four ewes with lambs.  

The artists were inspired by the landscape and heritage of Millington Pastures, the idea 

behind Way Posts was to create a work of public art which echoed the gentle beauty of the 

land around it.   Eleven carved English Oak posts were made and installed in three groups, 

following a route through the Pastures from Millington to Huggate.   Carved into each of 

the eleven posts a single letter spells (when read in sequence) GAIT IN WOLDS.  

From the village of Millington the road known as `Wood Gate` heads out to Pasture Gate 

and the first four posts.  The road curves down the hill past Millington Wood and on to 

Thieves Sty, where two of the posts face each other.  Further on, the road stretches ahead 

in Millington Dale, home of the last five posts.  Each group of posts has a meaning specific 

to its site.  

 Also included in the design is a Red Kite - red kites and buzzards have moved into the area 

after long absences and can often be seen soaring above the dales and woodlands. 
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The Yorkshire Wolds present amazing chalk landscapes 

with dry valleys and stunning wildlife alongside vibrant 

market towns and ancient villages. The Yorkshire 

Wolds Way passes Millington and the village  provides 

a great place for walkers to visit on their  80 mile walk, 

offering a pub, tea-rooms, B&B’s and  camping barn 

facilities in the village hall. The village also has an 

ancient church which has a beautiful modern stained 

glass window and is open in the summer to welcome 

visitors.                                                          

 Joy Hadley 

                                    Harmony    by Paddy 

 O listen to creation sing! 

 Birds and bees and waving leaves, 

 Ladybirds and skylarks rising on the wing. 

 Nature’s intent is harmony 

 Which God in love and peace would weave  

 Into his world which he made for us all. 

                                                     He calls us all to share his peace  

 And his great yearning to heal his world, 

 To work together as a team  

 Seeking ways to make wars to cease  

 And healing for all in spirit, body, and mind. 

 So there’ll be food for all, and everyone be kind 

 Homes filled with peace in a world made whole 

 And all will praise our mighty God, 

 Worshipping, reverencing our Saviour Lord. 

Why is the Queen so well?  by Rodney Nicholson 

 
           A QUESTIONER on the Radio 4 “Any Questions” programme asked the panel how 

they accounted for the Queen’s long life. The answers were facile. “She eats dark 

chocolate” was about the best they could manage. Kathleen suggests these answers. 
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First, the Queen has a genetic advantage. Her mother lived to 101. At least on one 

side, longevity is in her genes. Second, she has practised a healthy lifestyle. Unlike her 

father, King George V1, who died at 56 after years of heavy smoking, and her sister, 

Margaret, who died at 71 after an appalling lifestyle, Elizabeth has eaten wisely and lived 

healthily. In addition, her privileged background and domestic life – appropriate for a 

monarch - has ensured the best care throughout her 90 years. 

Third, the Queen has continued working. Work, or at least activity, is a vital 

ingredient in a long life. It explains why clergy and their wives/widows are long livers. Time 

will tell whether the same applies to clergy husbands. Excessive work is not good but under-

activity constitutes a greater danger. Our bodies should keep moving. 

Fourth, the Queen has been a practising Christian who attends church because she 

wants to, not because her position requires it. The Bible Society has produced a superb 

commemorative large booklet called “The Servant Queen and the King she serves”. It shows 

how regularly her Christmas speech alludes to Jesus Christ and points to the significant 

place he occupies in her life. In fact, surveys indicate that worshipping God in church is 

good for our health and may add years to our life. Singing is a healthy activity. 

Lastly, the Queen has ridden horses all her life, which doubtless accounts for her 

excellent balance. She can, unaided, walk backwards down the cenotaph steps on 

Remembrance Sunday after laying her wreath. She also has an excellent relationship with 

animals, taking a close personal interest in all the horses at the Royal Mews. Recently at a 

royal lunch she helped a war surgeon, David Nott, who could not talk to her, by inviting him 

to feed dog biscuits to her corgis. The Queen appreciated that he was traumatised by his 

experiences in Syria and saw the healing potential of animals. We are created partly for 

companionship with God’s other creatures.. Her Majesty understands this. 

Just one closing thought. After her years of unremitting work, which she admittedly 

enjoys, could not the Queen and Duke think of having some retirement years together? The 

longer she reigns, the older Charles will be when he becomes king. Do we want to crown a 

monarch who is aged 70 or more when he assumes the throne? 
 

A potted history of the people and personalities, places and events of the 
Pocklington Group of Churches by Phil Gilbank (continued) 
Other early local figures made their ecclesiastical mark. In the 12th century Athelwold was a 
wealthy Yorkshire landowner and lord of Pocklington, who gave his estates and tithes in 
Pocklington to the deanery of York and took up holy orders. He became prior of Nostell, 
confessor to King Henry I, and was created Bishop of Carlisle in 1133. James de 
Pokelingtone was appointed by Archbishop William Wickane in 1281 to act as his attorney 
in all matters relating to the archbishop or to the church in York, while William de 
Pocklington was a canon of Langford before resigning to become a Franciscan monk in 
1250. Nicholas de Huggate’s impressive 14th century effigy in his priest’s mass vestments 
lies in Beverley Minster, and a later William de Pocklington, was the Cluniac Abbot of 
Finchdale from 1411-23. Margery of Pocklington was the Prioress of Heynings in the early 
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1300s. In addition the heads of the 15 East Riding religious house included several priors or 
prioresses from in and around Pocklington. 
 

In the 19th century the district had a number of influential and wealthy gentry and 
aristocrats who improved their great houses, estates and villages, and rebuilt their 
churches. The Sykes family (one of the early Sykes, William, a Leeds merchant was lord of 
the manor of Pocklington until he died while imprisoned in York Castle in 1652) led the way, 
building or rebuilding more than a dozen churches in the north of the riding, and in our 
district landowners did their bit on an individual basis. Warter was rebuilt by Lord 
Muncaster, and Kilnwick Percy by Admiral Duncombe in the 1860s, while the Rudstons 
renovated Hayton around the same time. Wealthy families also toured abroad and several 
church interiors were embelished with artefacts brought back from the Continent, with 
Kilnwick’s interior being furnished by Admiral Duncombe, whose predecessor, Squire 
Denison, had brought back the splendid early 16th century carved triptych of the Passion of 
Christ that now adorns Pocklington. 
Other churches with less well-endowed benefactors were also restored and extended, 
including Pocklington and Burnby in the 1890s. Though some parts are Norman, Givendale 
was rebuilt in the Gothic style in 1849 and further improved a few decades later by the 
village’s leading family the Singletons, whose fortune came from the success of John 
Singleton as the world’s first professional jockey in the 18th century. Burnby also had a 
Derby winning jockey and church benefactor in the 19th century in Simeon Templeman, 
who was also a long-serving church warden at St Giles. (Remarkably, the area also produced 
a third jockey who won numerous classics, including the Derby, Jim Snowden, but though 
he has an impressive memorial in Pocklington cemetery, he was a spendthrift alcoholic). 

 

                                                                                       
                                                                            Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 

 Burnby’s renovations in 1909 included a new east window by the famous architect, Sir 
Giles Gilbert Scott, who designed over 20 churches, including Liverpool Cathedral and 
Ampleforth Abbey, and improved and renovated many more. Works during Victorian times 
also revealed some hidden historical jewels, with the Sotheby Cross being found buried in 
the churchyard in 1835, and the Nunburnholme Cross rediscovered in 1873 built into a wall. 
The commitment and generosity of local congregation has continued into the 21st century 
as exemplified by recent impressive restorations at Pocklington, Hayton and Shiptonthorpe. 
 
The medieval custom of younger sons from great families going into the church – which 
resulted in such impressive rectory dwellings - had almost died out by the 19th century. But 
there were some notable exceptions, with Hayton’s vicar, Reverend Thomas Cutler 
Rudston, being a member of the ancient Rudston family that had been lords of Hayton from 
Plantagenet times. Rev Rudston had the choice of occupying the newer, more comfortable 
vicarage as the or, as squire, the 17th villa built by his royalist ancestor, Sir Thomas Rudston, 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sir+giles+gilbert+scott&id=F55359BD0E43DD89C93065AB73E81A4AB23041D2&FORM=IARRTH
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created a baronet by King Charles a week after the outbreak of the civil war. He chose the 
vicarage and demolished the hall around 1805, his family subsequently building the village 
school on the site. 
 
Rudston is just one of a number of local individuals to have made their mark on history. The 
area has a long tradition of producing and supporting emancipators and missionaries. 
William Wilberforce began his campaign against slavery while at Pocklington School in the 
1770s, though it was not abolished until 1833 (his son became a revered Archdeacon of the 
East Riding). Twenty years later William Ullathorne was the driving force behind ending the 
practice of transporting criminals to Australia. Ullathorne was born in 1806 in Pocklington, 
where he got his first tuition from the vicar’s daughter, and he was then educated at 
Burnby before becoming a cabin boy on a Baltic sailing ship. He went on to be ordained a 
Roman Catholic priest, was appointed Vicar General of Australia, and after returning to 
England was made a Catholic Archbishop who persuaded parliament to stop transportation 
in 1853. The writer and reformer, Sydney Smith, was an early 19th century rector of 
Londesborough; and historian and social and educational reformer. Canon JM Malet 
Lambert, educated at Pocklington also became Archdeacon of the East Riding. 

                                                                          
                                                                  Nunburnholme Church 
The Reverends Morris, father and son, from a distinguished military and naval family, both 
made their name as vicars of Nunburnholme. Francis was a leading 19th century authority 
and writer on ornithology and theology, who organised a church choir at Nunburnholme 
that won numerous choral competitions, and he was followed by his son, MCF, who was a 
writer and collator of local history and East Riding dialect. Numerous East Riding clergy took 
their ministry to America, or to countries in the southern hemisphere, from the 17th century 
onwards, including a 19th century predecessor of the Morrises, Henry Fendall, went to New 
Zealand, where both he and his son became early vicars. Several new world settlements 
were given the same old world names as their founders homelands and flourish today – an 
example is the Millington Church of Christ, a thriving gospel church in Tennessee. The 
tradition of local Christians and clergymen taking the faith overseas has continued to the 
present day and Ernest Hunt was a 20th century vicar of Pocklington who went to Africa and 
became Archdeacon of Matabeleland 
 
Though Givendale is a small and isolated church, it was of particular importance as a 
prebendary of York Minster, and thus produced a series of notable (usually in absentio) 
canons from the 13th century onwards. They ranged from Edmund Audley, Archdeacon the 
East Riding and Prebend of Givendale in 1478 who became Bishop of Salisbury and 



16 
 

chancellor of the Order of the Garter; included the novelist and wit, Laurence Sterne, who 
was Prebend of Givendale (and also commissary of the Peculiar Court of Pickering and 
Pocklington in 1740), and went through to Richard Wilton, who was Canon of Givendale 
and rector of Londesborough at the start of the last century. 
 
Londesborough’s living produced a notable pair of aristocratic eccentrics. The Reverend 
William Howard was rector of Londesborough from 1832 to 1877, but his brother’s death in 
1864 saw him suddenly inherit Castle Howard and its estates, and succeed to the title of 8th 
Earl of Carlisle. However, his place in history is somewhat swept under the carpet, as Wilton 
had officiated on his behalf for many years because of the Reverend Earl’s “mental 
incapacity”. Wilton is also noted as a poet and teacher, and one of his pupils at 
Londesborough was Temple Moore, another famous church architect, who became his son-
in-law and went on to build 40 churches. Wilton’s successor was Reverend Sir Genille Cave-
Brown-Cave, a wild west frontiersman who had fought in the Spanish-American war before 
arriving at Londesborough, and he went on to succeed to the title of Baron Cave of Stanford 
in 1907. 
                                                           Knights Templar 
Not all clergymen were successful, and politics and theology brought abrupt ends to several 
tenures. Yet another William de Pocklington was made a Knights Templar – one of the 
select order of ecclesiastical knights who were chosen to defend Jerusalem and protect 
pilgrims. But at the start of the 14th century they were persecuted out of existence and 
William was found guilty of heresy in 1307 and condemned to spend his life in penance at 
St Andrews Priory in Northampton. At first the abbot and monks refused to accept him, but 
they relented when all the priories’ officials were threatened with excommunication. In 
later times the Pocklington area saw the development of successful pockets of the ‘new’ 
religions, but at the same time many of the leading local families saw their fortunes decline 
(and in some cases their lands sequestrated) because they retained Catholic leanings. 
Similarly, in the civil war previous friends and neighbours from the area found themselves 
on opposite sides as they chose King or Parliament. Marmaduke Robinson was a 
Pocklington schoolmaster and vicar of Kilnwick Percy who was summons to appear at York 
Castle because he continued to support the royal cause from the pulpit. Around the same 
time the royalist headmaster of Pocklington School, Reverend Robert Sedgwick, was forced 
to resign. The next master, Edward Lluellin, was both popular and successful but had to give 
up the headship when he converted to Catholicism, then a few years later, in 1660, the 
political pendulum had swung again and vicar of Pocklington, James Hudson, led a 
campaign against the puritan headmaster of the school, Reverend Rowland Greenwood, 
which led to an early end to his tenure. The fluctuating times just before the civil war had 
also seen Dr John Pocklington, from the ‘Pocklington of Pocklington’ family, become Charles 
I’s chaplain and a distinguished churchman and writer, but he was stripped of his offices by 
the House of Lords and all the copies of the two books he had written burnt by the public 
hangman. His ‘crime’ was to write about church reform, in particular he criticised pews 
being put into churches so that congregations could sit instead of kneel. He is said to have 
died of grief soon after his public humiliation. 
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                                 July Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 3rd  9.15 am Family Service (CW) -Pet Service  
 Great Givendale  
 10th   6.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP)-with Choir   
 24th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 3rd    9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 17th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 Huggate  
 3rd     9.15 am All Age Worship 
 10th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW)  
 17th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 24th   9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Londesborough  
 3rd    10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 10th   10.45 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 24th   10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
 10th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 24th   4.00 pm  Special –Yorkshire Day Songs of Praise 
 Nunburnholme 
 3rd  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 17th  10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 
 
 Pocklington 
 3rd   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 3rd  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) -Education Sunday 
 10th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 10th  4.00 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 17th  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 17th    10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 24th   10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW)-Baptism  
 24th  4.00 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)  
 31st  10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW)-Group Service  
  
 Shiptonthorpe 
 3rd     6.00 pm Special Open -Gardens Songs of Praise 
 10th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 17th   10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 24th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 22nd May  Freddie Michael Staveley  (Pocklington) 

 22nd May  Sophie Elizabeth Jefferies (Pocklington) 

 12th June Isla Willoughby Parker  (Great Givendale) 

 19th June  Jacob George Richardson Linehan (Hayton) 

  

 

 

We have united in Marriage through the love of God: 

27th May  Nicholas Alan Sparkes and Heather Anne Buck (Nunburnholme) 

28th May  Joseph Matthew Bryant and Jessica Irene Farmer (Pocklington) 

28th May  James Callum Michael Earles and Sallyanne Mary Watson 

                                                                                                         (Londesborough) 

3rd June  Robert Burnell Hornsey and Jessica Eleanor Lennon(Pocklington) 

4th June  Daniel Simon 0’Toole and Jennifer Alice Queenborough 

                                                                                                            (Millington) 

18th June      Stephen John Marritt and Laura Michelle Johnson (Pocklington) 

  

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

 2nd June          Jennifer Bean  (Pocklington) 

 9th June           Shiela Mary Taylor (Pocklington) 

 14th June         Margaret Lilian Wood  (Octon) 
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2016 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £13.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £27.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £13.00 
 Marriage Service.  £415.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £178.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00 
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

 Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington  
Church office  

01759 306045 

      Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer David Brown 305521 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrator Marilyn Hollingsworth 306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

    

For all Church and Meeting Rooms bookings  

 Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/

